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RacineCounty Land:andWater Resource: Mgeaent’Plan

Under the direction of theRacine
County Land Conservatiotr
Committee (LCC), the Land a
Water Resource Management PIg
(LWRMP) provide conservation
goals and workload guidance for th
Land Conservation Division (LC
Updated in2013 the LWRMRocuses
on preventing soil erosion an
improving water quality throughout
RacineCounty. The current plan is
effect through 2022.

In 2017, the Land Conservatior
Division received #30,054from the
Wisconsin Department o)
Agriculture, Trade and Consum
Protection (WADATCP) for staf
support, and  $90,300 for
conservation practice installatior
With LCC oversight, the LCD st
assessed Racine County resou
needs and utilized appropriate
Federal and State funds to meet s
erosion and water quality goals.




CostShare Assistance

CostShare Assistance

2017 Conservation Practices
Installed

PracticelTot|Uni
Subsurface Drainage| 11, 6| Feet
Gr as®atder way System 9, 95/ Feet
Underground Outl et 3,82 Feet
Grassed Diversion 0 Feet
Shoreline Protectio 45 Feet
Rock Lined Water way 217 Feet
Fencing 0 Feet
Nutrient Management 678.| Acr e
Surface | nl et 11 Jobg
Water & Sedi m8mati @Go 5 Jobg
Stream Crossing 1 Jobs
Ani mal Waste Storag 0 Jobs
Barnyard Runoff Con 0 Jobs
Wel | Abandonment 0 Jobg
Critical Area Stabi 3 Jobg

Costshare assistance fo
conservation practices is provide
through multiple Feeral and State
grants. However,i KS 5 A
primary costshare funding source
is Wb ! ¢/ t Qa { 2 A1
Resource Management Progral
(SWRMP). The maximum co:
share rate for eligible conservatio
practices via SWRMP is 5090%.
In 2017, our office assisted 1
separate landownerswith the
implementation of 19 different
conservation practices. The tot;
construction cost of installing
conservation pactices in 2017 wa
$287,492.82.




Racine County: Riparian Buffer Progre

The riparian buer program was funded by a néar-profit grant calledd ¢ KS  C dzy |
aAOKAIlIYyEéEd ¢KS CdgyfoBusetl anNdaKing & ®sitiarepdd i tRelhgalth o
Lake Michigan, its tributaries, and the life it suppotts Racine County, this grant tmes or
habitat preservationrestoration, and themprovement of water quality in the Root River and
Lake Michigan watersheds.

Riparian buffers help to reduce agricultural runoff and erosion and are achieved &
installation of grassed buffers that filter out sediment and slow the rate of ruaadf erosion
This grant program paid qualifying landowners $3,000 per acre for establishing and mair
riparian buffers over a gear contractRacine County Land Conservation Division fulfilled t
installations through the grant received from tharfél forLake MichiganRacine County worke
with farmers to install a total of 30 acres of riparian buffers along the Root River and its tribi
reducing agricultural runoff and subsequent erosion and sedimentation. In, 204 Temaining
available fuding through this grant was uséal install15.2acres of riparian buffers on qualifyi
properties. Our thregyear contract ends i8018. Ricine County will continue to aggly pursue
applications fograrts to create programs likihis in the future. Tis program is very well receivi
by county residents.

Fund for
Lake Michigan

Clearly making a deep impact.

/ A GrassBuffer Can: \

1 Minimize Soil Erosion

N/

1 Intercept and Buffer Rollutants
Y Improve Water & Air Quality
1 Enhance\Wildlife IHabitat

\?{ Conserve, Beautify;.& Pr\o-tecy




Conservation:Reserve Enhancement:Program (CRE

CREP is a partnership between theited States Department of Agriculturd$DA, Farm Service
Agency (FSA), USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Wisconsin Dep
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection {®MATCP) and participating Land Conserva
Departments throughout the State. CREP pays landowners tallifiter strips along waterway:
or to return continually flooded fields to wetlands while leaving the remainder of the adjacent
in agricultural production. It is an opportunity for landowners to enroll agricultural lands
various conservation pictices. If you are interested in participating in this progreail the Racine
County Land Conservation Division at 3&5-8440 for more information.

Isconsin

REP

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program

Eligible Practices

FILTER STRIPS

RIPARIAN BUFFERS

GRASSED WATERWAYS

WETLAND RESTORATIONS
MARGINAL PASTURLANIDDLIFE
HABITAT BUFFER

PERMANENT INTRODUGERASSES
PERMANENT NATIVE GRAS
ESTABLISHED LEGUMES GRASSES
OAK SAVANNA ECOSYBERESTORATIO|
AND TALL GRASS PRARIOSYSTEM
RESTORATION
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Federal Conservation Program-Assistance

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program

EQIPis a voluntary program that provides financial and technical assistance to agricu
producers through contracts up to a maximum teohten years in length. @tracts provide
financial assistance tbelp plan and implement conservation practices that addreatunal

resource concerns. This in turn providggoortunities to improve soil, water, plant, animal, ,a
and otherresources on agricultural land and nordustrial private forestlandAnotherpurpose of
EQIP is to help producers meet Federal, State, Tribal and local environmental regulatiiiis]

6 new contracts were created for a total of $32,236. There are a totabddndowners within
Racine Countthat havereceived$202,942n costshare assistance using this program.

EQIP

6 $32,236

Conservation Security Program

CSPprovides payments to farmers following their conservation plans, which are handled b
NRCSThe Conservation Security Program is important to landowners because it provides
needed financial assistance allowing them to properly follow their conservation plans. CS
assists the Racine County Land Conservation Division achieve the goals and objectives of
and Water Resource Management Pldn.2017 there were 6 newly created contracts in Rad
County covering a total of 650 acres. Thgear value of these contracts is $108,400. There a
total of 17 active CSP contracts on Racine County in varying stages of their 5 year contract

650 5,480 $108,400




Working LandslInitiative

The Woking Lands Initiative was signed into law in 2009 and is comprised of the foll
three programs:

I Farmland Preservation Program (FPP)
N Agricultural Enterprise Area (AEA) Program
1 Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easement (PACE) Program

The Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) has existed since 1981, signed into fruiti
that years Farm Bill by Racine County in an effort to protect valuable farmland from
lost to development. Eligible landowners located within the Towns of WarteéyBurlington
and, AM 3ISYSNIt TFEFENXYAY3I RAAOGNAROG L Oly

I ANRA Odzf ( dzNI) drovisteR.y Ay 3¢ 6!

Working Lands Initiative started July 1, 2009 for WI farmers to
decrease income tax due or increase tax refund in exchange for
keeping land in AG use and complying with soil and water
conservation requirements using Schedule FC-A.
$5.00/acre if under a farmland preservation agreement in an Agricultural
Enterprise Area (AEA)
$7.50/acre if in a certified farmland preservation zoning district
$10.00/acre if under an agreement in an AEA and in zoning district

Instructions and a tuteial for claiming your FPP: tax credit is available at:

http://datcp.wi.gov/Environmental/Working_Lands | Initiative/




Farmland PreservatidProgram

Racine County Farmland Preservatic
Program

In 2017, there were 21 participating farmer:
enrolled in the FPP with cropland totali8g291
acres. The average tax credit of this land
$1,27Q All participating farms receive annt
conservation compliance letters and forms
participation in the program. Starting in 20, the
{G1riSQa NBYA&ASR Ctt
G22NJAY3 [FYRaA LYAGA
County is required to spot check participat
farms for conservation compliance every ft
years.

Installation of Drainage Tile

10

A farmer must comply wit

applicable stee standards and

schedule of compliance to recei
the Farmland Preservation T
Credit even if cost sharing is n
available. This requirement applie
to farmers whose land is located
a certified farmland preservatio

zoning district (i.e. exclusi
agriculture). Farmers can conta
Racine County Land Conservati
Division at 262886-8440 for more
information regarding applicabl
standards and complianc
documentation.




AEA & PACE

Agricultural Enteprise Area (AEA)'&
Purchase oAgricultural Conservation
Easements (PACE)

Participating farmers in Racine County sig
longterm agreements, required through th
Agricultural Enterprise Are@EA) program, whic
Aa LI NI 2F GKS az22N
Wisconsin. To date, 33 Agricultural Enterpri
Areas have been designated in Wisconsin, tote
almost 1,000,000 acres in 22 counties ame
reservation. More thanl1l,000 landowners an
hundreds of stakeholders signed the petitic
requesting designation of theseeas.

Through the Purchase of Agricultural Conserva
Easements (PACE) program, the state will pro
funding to cooperating local governments or Rt
profit organizations to purchase easements fr
willing landowners. Land with an agricultu
conservaiton easement cannot be developed 1
any purpose that would prevent its use f
agriculture. The PACE program is not curre
accepting applications.

FPPZONINGAREAPERCENTAGES

et Ponsteum Sawyor
us | N o

[ 31%-70%
B 71%-99%
I 100%
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Agricultural Performance:Standards & Prohibitic

Soil Eosion

Meet tolerable soil loss (T) on fields

Soil Erosion on Pastures

Pastures must meet tolerable soil loss (T)

Nutrient Management

Follow 590 nutrient management plan technical standard on all cropland
Barnyards and Feedlot Runoff

Prevent direct runoffrom feedlots or stored manure to waters of the state
Livestock Accesses

Limit livestock access along waters to maintain vegetative cover

Manure Storage Structures

Maintain manure storage structures to prevent leaking and overflow
Stacking

Follow manure ®rage technical standards for constructing and abandoning
Clean Water Diversion

Near surface water or areas susceptible to groundwater contamination

-Do not stack manure in an unconfined pile

-Divert clean water away from feedlots, manure storage, aahypards
Phosphorus Index (PI)

An average rotational Pl of 6 or less and an annual PI of less than 12 on all crof
and pastures

Tillage Setback

Prohibits tillagebetween 5 and 20 fedrom perennial surface water to protect ban
integrity

Process Wasteater

Prevent discharges to waters of the state




Nutrient Management!/Plannir
RECEIR$40PERACRE

Nutrient management (NM) is a way for Wisconsin farmers to ensure that their crops re
nutrients at the right rate, time, and place to match crop needs and minimize nutrient |
from fields. Nutrient management planning is one of the best practiaesiers can use ti
reduce excess nutrient applications to their cropland and the water quality problems that
from nutrient runoff to lakes, streams, and groundwater. The Wisconsin Departme
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCPigriEems that develop and upda
their NM plans when NM Plan Checklist forms are submitted to DATCP by farmers, agror
and public agency staff. 12017, Wisconsin farmers made impressive strides tow
implementing soil and water conservation throutjie development of NM pland=armers cal
now receive $40per acre towards establishing a nutriemianagement plan for eligibl
cropland.

To take advantage of current available funding and find out if your land is eligible, c
Racine County Land Gaarvation at (262) 888440. Farmers may work with a crop consult
or advisor to write nutrient management plans or they may also qualify to wré@gs own plans
by successfully completing a training course every four years. Free software (Snatbar
available for download.

All farmersare required to comply witmew performance standards in 26landhaving a NM
plan is part of thatompliance requirement. Racine County Land Conservation staff will
with farmers and landowners to add new ptiaces to those they are currently implementir
More information can be found online about the benefits of establishing a NM plan at:

http://datcp.wi.gov/Farms/Nutrient Managementidex.aspx

If you are interested in establishing a nutrient management plan for the cropland you r¢
own contact the Racine Coty Land Conservation Division

13


http://datcp.wi.gov/Farms/Nutrient_Management/index.aspx

Livestock Facility-Siting

Laws, Regulations, & Permit Requiremer

The Livestock Facility Siting Law, consis PERMIT REQUIREMENTSNCLUDE
of State Statute 93.90 and Rule ATCP

has changed how local governmen 8 Property line and road setbacks
regulate siting of new and/or expandir]

livestock operations. In 2006, Raci § Management and training plans

County adopted a Livestock Siti
Ordinance (200®1). Sate and Countyj
regulations require new and expandir
livestock facilities with more than 50 8 Manure storage facilities
animal units (AU) to apply for a Livesto
Siting permit. Racine County continues
monitor current sites and review potentig
livestock facility sites.

§ Odor management

§ Nutrient management

8 Runoff management

For more information about the livestock facility siting program, visil
http://livestocksiting.wi.gov



http://livestocksiting.wi.gov/

Animal Waste\Management Ordinar

Ordinance Guideline

The Racine Countgnimal Waste Managemern
Ordinance sttes that unregulated animal wast
storage facilities not meeting current technic
design and construction standards may cat
pollution of the surface water and groundwater
Racine County. It maysal result inharm to the
health of county residents, livestock, aquatic |
and otherplants and animal, and decrease the
property tax base of Racine County. It also fir
that improper management of animal wast
storage facilities and utilization of animal waste
including but not limitedo the land application of
animal waste, may cause pollution of the surfa
water and groundwater of Racine Count
Furthermore, technical standards developed

the United States Department of Agriculture
NRCS and adopted by the Racine County Bc
provide effective, practicabnd environmentally
safe methods of storing, spreading and manag
animal waste.

New waste  storage
facilities require a permit
Substantiallaltered waste
storage facilities require
permit

All croplandis required to
have a certified nutrient
management plan
Thereis an animal waste
stacking/storage setbac
of 20 feet from property
lines

All  abandoned waste
storage facilities mst
obtain a permit and be
properly closed




Racine County Farmland:Lease
Program'& \Water Quality. Analysis (M&)

RACINECOUNTYFARMLANDLEASE

There are seven agricultural parcels rented fo
farming owned by Racine County. These fig
range from6 to 51acres, and in total encompas
165acres of tillable land. Lessees must develop :
follow a Nutrient Management Plan in accordan
with the NRCS 590téhdard. A copy of the plar
must be provided to the lessor every four yea
The 20172020 leases have been awarded to fi
bidders. Lease rates ranged from $70/acre (on
land locked parcel) to $252/acre.

MUNICIPALSEPARATESTORMSEWERSYSTEMMS-4)

¢CKS /2dzylieQa 2Aa02yairy t2fftdzilyd 5Aa0KINHS 9f A
implementation of a storm water management program. This program includes, but is not limited t
installation and maintenance of pollutantconfred = 2 NJ a6Sad YIFylF3aSYSyd LINJ
total suspended solids (TSS) discharged from the municipal separate storm sewer systé)riqMf® receiving
waters of the state.

Racine County is required to achieve 20% TSS reduciisiM®4 discharge areas. To assess the current polly
f2FRAY3IA | YR NBRAzOU A2 FystemFREBINE CaumtyShired 2 guivaiedeRgineedng fir
perform a water quality analysis utilizing the Source Loading and Management Model (SLAKRIK}sUIts of the
water quality analysis completed indicate that the existing storm water management facilities reduce th
suspended solids attributed to storm water runoff by approximately 45.4%. This meets the current 20% r¢g
requirement sefforth in the Wisconsin Administrative Code NR 216.
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Conservation Technic&8horelandReviews

Shoreland Review

With increased construction along lakes and oth
navigable waters, it is important that thbealth and
integrity of the land be maintaed as much as possibl¢
and runoff is kept to a minimum. Usually, shorelin
alterations should be avoided whernthey are not
necessary. Leaving established native plants alc
shorelines helps reduce sediment and pollution runc [
and helps reduce bank erosion and property loss. St
recommendations for erosion control practices ar f5
admnistered for any new construction, propose:
alterations, and/or additions to structures within the
| 2dzyiedQa akK2NBflyR 2dzNA &

Staff field checks are completed per landowner reque
for construction, or due to public concerns and/c
complaints on shoreland property to determine if
ordinances and standards are being met. Typi
concerns include drainage, flooding, soil erosion, a
animal waste runoff. Once a review has been complete
recommendations are made to prevent runoff issues in
waterways, wetlands or abutting properties. Spot chec
will be canducted during construction toresure proper |
installation and maintenance of erosion control practice gj#{
are properly maintained. If erosion control practices a |
not installed properly it can nege their effectiveness in
controlling erosion and will require proper correctiol
before work can begin.
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Non-Metallic Mining & Reclamatior

RacineCounty adopted the nometallic mining ordinance on May 22, 2001, and revis
iton May 7, 2007. This ordinance requires all operators of activenmetallic mining sites
to have a reclamation plan, permit, and financial assurance. The reclamation pkn
comply with the State Standards in Administrative Code 135.

Nonmetallic mining is the extraction of stone, sand, rock or similar material from na
deposits. Racine County contains 23 permitted snoetallic mining sites totalind,834
acres. All mimg owners or operators are required to identify their operation as active
inactive. A site is considered active if one load of material has left the site during
calendar year.

Mining operators are required to identify the total mining area, théi\acmining area
and the reclaimed areas annually with the County. The total mining area is the
acreage of the permitted area allowed to be mined. The active area is the portion 0
mining operation that is currently opened as part of the minipgm@tion. This includes
material extraction, exposed side slopes, stock piles, wash ponds, equipment, travel
or other buildings/facilities associated with the mining operation on site. Finally,
reclaimed areas are the portion of the mine that hasen restored as stated in the
reclamation plan on file.

ACTIVE MINING SITE RECLAIMEDLAND
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