Racine County Public Health Division

o 9531 Rayne Rd., Suite V
Sturtevant, WI 53177

acine County

fax: 262-898-4490
\ web: www.racinecounty.com
\\

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
04/15/2024

RACINE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH PROVIDES HARM REDUCTION VENDING
MACHINE

Racine County, WI — Racine County Public Health Division (RCPH) announces the
placement of a harm reduction vending machine at its office in Sturtevant. The machine
provides Narcan and fentanyl test strips at no cost. Anyone can use the machine,
whether they live in Racine County or elsewhere. The aim of the machine is to increase
access to life-saving resources and reduce stigma in the community.

“Racine County has been heavily impacted by the opioid epidemic,” says Health Officer
Jeff Langlieb. “The harm reduction vending machine is just one way that RCPH and its
community partners are working to end overdose in the county.” Last year, Racine
County saw record high rates of suspected opioid overdoses. In 2023, there were 175
reports of suspected opioid overdoses (a 103% increase from 2022). 80% of toxicity
deaths in 2023 were opioid-related.

Narcan nasal spray is a safe and easy-to-use medication to reverse an opioid overdose.
Fentanyl is the most common opioid involved in overdose deaths. Fentanyl test strips
are a quick and easy way to determine if fentanyl is present in any other drug. These
two evidence-based tools are effective at preventing drug overdose and saving lives.

The harm reduction vending machine is located at 9531 Rayne Rd in Sturtevant, just
inside the main entrance to the building which is open to the public Monday — Friday
from 730am — 5pm. Users will also find QR codes with instructions for Narcan and
fentanyl test strip use on the machine.

For ongoing updates and public health news, visit www.racinecounty.com/publichealth
or follow our social media pages on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
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Racine County Public Health Division works with the community to prevent disease, promote well-being,
and protect the health and safety of our community in the areas of environmental health, community
health, and emergency preparedness. We aim to be a trusted health leader and relevant force in the
community.

Visit us at www.racinecounty.com/publichealth, Facebook.com/RCPHD, Twitter.com/RacineCoPH and
Instagram.com/racinecountypublichealth.
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