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RACINE COUNTY AND MICROSOFT LAUNCH “CONNECTING RACINE
COUNTY” LAPTOP INITIATIVE TO DISTRIBUTE 750 FREE LAPTOPS

RACINE—Racine County is proud to announce a new partnership with Microsoft to provide 750
free laptops to residents across the county. Designed to expand access to education,
employment, personal development, and digital connection, the initiative reflects the County’s
commitment to empowering residents through its guiding vision: Learn. Work. Grow.

Funded entirely by Microsoft, the program titled Connecting Racine County will officially launch
during the 2025 Summer Youth Employment Program Graduation Ceremony. Each graduate
will receive a laptop, along with one year of free technical support, to support their continued
growth beyond the program. Microsoft also provides funding for the Summer Youth Employment
Program, furthering their commitment to empowering youth in Racine County.

MEDIA INVITATION:
Members of the media are invited to attend the Summer Youth Employment Program
Graduation Ceremony and laptop distribution event.

WHEN: Friday, August 8, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.
WHERE: Weiczorek Pavilion at Pritchard Park, 2800 Ohio Street, Racine, WI 53405

This event serves as the launch point for a broader digital access initiative. The next phase of
the program will focus on individuals identified by the Racine County Human Services
Department as having the greatest potential to benefit from increased connectivity and support,
including:

e Older adults at risk of social isolation
¢ Individuals receiving economic or employment assistance
e Behavioral health clients in need of access to virtual telehealth

“Technology is a vital tool in helping people move forward—whether that’s connecting with
family, attending a telehealth appointment, or applying for a job,” said Human Services Director
Hope Otto. “This initiative allows us to meet people where they are and remove a key barrier to
personal growth and stability.”

The goal is to provide thoughtful, person-centered engagement with those who will benefit most.

Racine County is committed to reaching a diverse cross-section of the community, from youth to
older adults, all across the county.

“This partnership reflects Racine County’s continued investment in our residents' futures,” said



County Executive Ralph Malicki. “By expanding access to technology, we’re building bridges to
opportunity across all generations.”

The County extends its appreciation to Microsoft for their generous support and shared
commitment to helping Racine County residents thrive.
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