
   

DRAFT    AGENDA ITEM #2 
RACINE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS, PARKS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026 - SUMMARY MINUTES 
 

 (NOTE: Audio recording from Racine County is available upon request. These minutes are intended as a 
summary of actions taken by the Committee and do not include verbatim or detailed accounts of all 
comments made by staff, the Committee and members of the general public present at the meeting.) 

 
Ives Grove Auditorium 

Ives Groves Office Complex 
14200 Washington Avenue 

Sturtevant, WI  53177 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Attendance: E. Hopkins √       S. Maier √        T. Wishau √ E. Rossi √ 
                      T.  Rutkowski √  G. Horeth √   G. Kolb  √  
 
Youth in Governance:          C. Mathew  √   K. Flood E 
 
Department Staff:              R. Behm √      P. Brunette E     B. Haas   √    C. Gallagher E      
  S. Kurth E       M. Elzinga √     K. Parsons √       
__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
1. 
 

Call to Order, Roll Call 
 

                  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Eric Hopkins. 
 
2.        Review and possible approval of the draft summary minutes from the December 11, 2025,   
           Meeting. 
 
           SUPERVISOR GREG HORETH MOVED, seconded by Supervisor Rutkowski, to approve the                                  
           December 11, 2025 minutes as presented. 

 
           YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES' ADVISORY VOTES: 
           Youth Representative  
 Mathew:  aye 
 
           Motion carried unanimously.  VOTE: 7/0 
 
3.        Public Comments 
 
 None 
 
4.        Presentation, discussion and possible action on a Resolution in support of the Safe 

Crossings Planning Project. (requesting 1st reading on January 13, 2026). 

  
Roley Behm introduced the topic and Ben Haas provided detail regarding the project, the 
feasibility study and the state grant being applied for. This is an 80/20 grant of which $13,000 
will be placed in the County budget in the year the project starts.  We have four years to 
complete the project.  The funds would be granted in May or June. 

 
            SUPERVISOR TOM RUTKOWKSI MOVED, seconded by Supervisor Maier, to approve the                                  
            Resolution. 
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            YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES' ADVISORY VOTES: 
            Youth Representative  
 Mathew:  aye 
 
           Motion carried.  VOTE: 4/3 – with Horeth, Wishau and Kolb providing dissenting votes. 
 
 
5. Presentation, discussion, and recommendation on the annual WI Dept. of Natural 

Resources (WDNR), snowmobile grant. (requesting 1st reading on January 13, 2026). 

 
 Roley Behm explained that this annual grant is basically a pass-through grant in which Racine 

County receives the funds from the WDNR and distributes it to various snowmobile clubs for 
marking and improving the trails.  The total amount is $49,311. 

 
 SUPERVISOR ERNIE ROSSI MOVED, seconded by Supervisor Horeth, to approve and 

send to the County Board for first reading on January 13, 2026. 
 
 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES' ADVISORY VOTES: 
 Youth Representative  
 Mathew:  aye 
 

Motion carried unanimously.  VOTE: 7/0 
 

  
6. Presentation, discussion, and possible on an updated cost-sharing agreement with the 

City and Town of Burlington and Racine County regarding a new Burlington River gauge. 
 
 Roley Behm introduced Lorenzo Santos who provided detail of the request and answered 

questions of the committee.  He stated that this gauge is an important mitigation and planning 
tool.  U.S.G.S. funding is no longer available.  This is the same agreement that was presented 
previously, but the costs have shifted due to the timeline.  This was not in the 2026 budget; 
disasters cannot be budgeted. 

 
 Taylor Wishau indicated that if there were a flood, due to the location the gauge would be, a 

good portion the City would already be underwater.  He spoke with several members of the 
Town Board and they are not in favor of this and do not have an interest.  The Cretex pit runs 
along the river and would act as an overflow if flooding occurred.   

 
 The question of liability was brought up; however, Corporation Counsel would need to answer 

whether the County would have any liability as a result of cost sharing. 
 
 SUPERVISOR GREG HORETH MOVED, seconded by Supervisor Rutkowski, to approve 

the request as submitted. 
 
 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES' ADVISORY VOTES: 
 Youth Representative 
  Mathew:  aye 
 

Motion failed.  VOTE: 2/5 - with Wishau, Horeth, Rossi, Kolb and Maier providing 
dissenting votes. 
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7. Public Works and Development Services – Roley Behm – Authorizing a five-year 

agreement (2026-2030) with Spectrum for internet service at the Rochester Highway 
Department Shop location for a total of $11,400 – 2026 – Resolution – Requested action: 
1st Reading at the January 13th, 2026, County Board Meeting.  

 
 Roley Behm represented this item.  This is an upgrade to the internet service at the Rochester 

shop.  The current system is a significant upgrade that should prevent dropped service. This is 
indirectly in the budget by a position cut.  This has already been presented to the Finance and 
Human Resources Committee, but approval is also needed by this committee.  

 
  
 SUPERVISOR ERNIE ROSSI MOVED, seconded by Supervisor Horeth, to approve.  
 
 YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES' ADVISORY VOTES: 
 Youth Representative 
 Mathew:  aye 
 

Motion carried unanimously.  VOTE: 7/0 
 
 

8.  Update/Discussion – Facilities Committee Meeting Agenda 
 

Mike Elzinga from the Facilities Management Department provided updates on current and 
future projects and answered questions from the Committee. 

 
 
9.         Miscellaneous Public Works business: 
 

• Referrals: None 
 

• Next meeting of the PWPF Committee is Thursday, February 12, 2026, at 5:00 p.m., if 
warranted.    

 
 
10. Adjourn   

       
There being no further business, CHAIRMAN ERIC HOPKINS MOVED, seconded by Rossi to 
adjourn at 6:11 p.m.  


